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“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord. —Acrs xxn: 16. 


— Thursday, September 10, 1896, Price One Penny. 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


THE e e discourse was delivered by Elder Brigham Ycung at the 
Utah Stake Conference, Provo, Sunday, July 19, 1896. 

It is understood with me, when I arise before a congregation, that I 
have their faith, their good feelings and their prayers to enable me to say 
something that will benefit both hearer and speaker. In union there is 
strength, and if we are united here this afternoon we may be able to make 
a strong appeal to our Heavenly Father and receive His blessing; for we 
have a right to know His mind and will concerning us and what He would 
have us to do. We have a right to be strengthened; for [ know we are 
weak, and sometimes we are in despair, because the enemies that injure 
the boy are not always the enemies that we have to contend with. There 
are inflwences abroad in the earth that would destroy the faith if possible 
of those who have covenanted to serve the Lord. Consequently we need 
spiritual food; we need instruction, and the way pointed out by which we 
may serve our Maker more effectually. If it were not for the blessings of 
God, we would not be here. I have seen the day when this land that we 
are upon might have been classed as a battle-field. Not far distant from 
here our brethren contended for the life of the colony of Latter-day Saints 
who settled this country. -The blessings of the Lord have made us to pre- 
vail, not only over our physical foes, but also over our spiritual adversaries. 
Up to the present time the Latter-day Saints have been a success; the 
organization of the Church has been a success. We are no more a hidden 
people; but we are set upon a hill, where we are seen of all men. Truly 
there is no civilized nation upon the earth but has heard of the Mormons, 
and knows more or less about them. Our fame and the name of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith have spread over all lands. His name is known 
for good and evil in all the word. Those, however, who- traduce.us know 
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nothing of our character and of the great work wrought out by the 
Prophet Joseph and his fellow-laborers. 

I know that the letter of the law is not to be relied upon at all times 
and in every instance. The plates from which the Book of Mormon was 
translated were given to the Prophet Joseph by an angel, and the angel 

gave him instructions, but Joseph Smith had no authority then to preach 
the Gospel. This Book of Mormon might have been spread abroad all 
over the earth, and if the authority had not been given by which the 
doctrines it contained could be made applicable to the people, it “would 
have been simply the letter without the spirit and the power. Yet we 
prize this book as given to us through the angel Moroni, bringing to the 
knowledge of men the principles of the Gospel which had been hidden. 
These principles had been revealed formerly and were contained in the 
Bible, yet they were hidden to the minds of men. No man understood 
them, no man was authorized to teach them, and the world was in dark- 
ness. And so far as the Book of Mormon itself is concerned, the world 
would still have remained in darkness if nothing more had been revealed. 
But when one divinely authorized came to the Prophet Joseph and to 
Oliver Cowdery and laid his hands upon them and conferred the Priest- 
hood, then there was authority to act; then the way was opened up before 
the Prophet of God to begin the great work of this dispensation. I give 
a great deal of credit to John the Baptist and to Peter, James and John— 
under God, of course—who restored the authority by and through which 
the principles contained in these books are made available to the human 
family; for we know that these volumes would have remained a dead 
letter if this authority had not been given to man. These blessings stand 
in a dual capacity. The spirit must accompany the letter. The letter 
alone killeth, but the spirit giveth life. This fact may be traced through | 
the lives of men. One of the first commandments that was given unto 
man was to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth. But this 
could not have been fulfilled had not the great plan of salvation been 
instituted and made available by and through the administration of our 
God. We frequently find fault with these things and wonder why it was 
necessary that one should be slain for many—one who was without sin 
should be slain for the sinner. But no one was forced into this condition. 
The Lord, seeing the power that is wielded through love, volunteered: to 
draw all men unto Him and to win their undying love by making a sacri- 
fice of His own life. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for His friends.” Lucifer proposed a plan for the salvation 
of man, in which he said he would save every man by compelling men to 
do right; but this was rejected. Jesus saw the necessity of man retaining 
his agency, and he proposed to draw all men unto Him by the cords of 
love. His offering was a voluntary act on His own part. He did it to 
bring about the salvation of man; that as in Adam all died, so in Christ 
should all be made alive. It was the great love which He had for His 
brothers and sisters that prompted Him to make the sacrifice. He is the 
great exemplar. He is the Captain of our salvation. He has given His 
life to accomplish it. And we stand to-day as free men, having our agency, 
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excercising our own will and doing as we please, so long as we do not 
infringe upon the laws of the land or the laws of God. 
. Now, it is evident that no man can become acquainted with Christ ex- 
cept He is revealed to him. I read in this Bible that Peter, though he ate 
with Christ, and traveled with Him, and saw the marvelous things which 
He did, did not know that He was the Christ till He was revealed unto — 
him. Christ Himself said, “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
‘thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” Therefore, if we know Christ 
we have had it revealed unto us. I have not seen Him; you may not have 
seen Him; but those who did see Him and labored with Him were no 
better off than we are, for they did not know Him until He was reveale 
unto them by His Father in heaven. 

In this day our Father has seen fit to send forth the 3 life and 
sal vation to the people, and to gather in His sons and daughters from the 
nations of the earth; and through the restoration of the Priesthood, power 
is given uuto man to seal upon earth and it shall be sealed in heaven. 
Again this blessing has come unto man, and the power is restored that 
will enable him to return into the presence of God if he is faithful. But 
this depends upon ourselves and the course that we elect to follow. If a 
man serves God of his free will, he will become like God. If he elects to 
obey the principles of light and life, he will become as those faithful ones 
who have gone before, and who now enjoy the condition which Abraham 
occupies—resurrected beings, possessing immortal bodies. But what 
would we do without the Priesthood? Where would be the work of God? 
Where would the people be? Where would you Saints be who have come 
from foreign lands, if the proclamation of the Gospel had not gone forth 
by the power of the Priesthood? You would be in darkness, listening to 
the répetition of words by those who understood not what they read. 

I will read a portion of a revelation contained in the Book of n 
and Covenants: 


Verily, thus saith the Lord, it shall come to pass that every soul who 
forsaketh their sins and cometh unto me, and calleth on my name, and 
obeyeth my — and keepeth my e shall see my face and 


_ know that Iam 


The 2 Saints have accepted these terms, and the time will come, 
and not far hence, when they shall behold the face of their Savior. For 
more than sixty years this revelation has been in existence, and the time 
is not far distant now when the Saints will realize its fulfillment and be- 
hold the face of their Redeemer. Spiritually we know that Jesus is the 
Christ; but the days are drawing nigh when the light that shineth from 
the enat even to the west will make its appearance, and the cry will go 
forth, Lo, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” How will 
this cry come to the people? It will come through the authority that God 
has established. It is true that all flesh shall hear His voice; but the 
Latter-day Saints shall know of these things and shal] not be taken 
unawares by anything that transpires in the destruction of the earth. 
They shall be safe if they will serve their Maker; for He will notify them 
of the things which N them to know, through the 
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constituted authorities of the Church. They are placed there for that 3 


purpose. 
But here are people who did not Lata in their present A ben a 


when this revelation was given. They shall see my face and know that 
I am, and that I am the true light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.” The Spirit of God was in the hearts of these people when 
they were abroad in the earth, and when they heard the Gospel the light 
in them was enlightened. It was like a spark blown into a flame. They 
knew the voice of the true shepherd ; they knew the doctrine when they 


heard it. 
Jesus continues in this revelation: 


‘ And that I am in the Father, and the Father in me, ial the Father and 
are one: 

The Father because he gave me of his fullness, and the Son because [ 
. in the world and made flesh my tabernacle, and dwelt among the sons 
of men. 

J Bid ge Bad the world and received of my Father, and the works of him 
y manif 

: ber bt | John saw — bore record of the fullness of my glory, and the 

fullness of John's record is hereafter to be revealed: | 

_And he bore record, saying, I saw his glory that he was in the begin- 

before the world was; 

1 erctere | in the beginning the Word was, for he was the Word, even 
the messenger of salvation, 

The Light and the — of the world; the Spirit of truth, who 
came into the world, because the world was made him, and in him 
was the life of men and the light of men. 

The worlds were made by him: men were made by him: all things were 
made by him, and through him, and of him 

And I, John, bear record that I beheld. his glory, as the of the 
Onl otten of the Father, full of grace and truth, even the Spirit of 
truth, which came and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt among us. 

And 1. John, saw that he received not of the fullness at rst, but received 
grace for grace: 

And he received not of the fullness at the first, but continued from grace 
to grace, until he received a fullness; 

And thus, he was called the Son of God, because he received not of the 
fullness at the first. 

And I, John, bear record, and lo, the heavens were pees and the Hol 
Ghost descended upon him in the form of a dove, and sat upon him, an 
there came a voice out of heaven saying, This is my beloved 
1 Aad 1 I, John, bear record that he received a * — of the glory of the 

ather ; 

And he received all power, both in heaven and on earth, and the 
of the Father was with him, for he dwelt in him. glory | 

And it shall come to pass, that if you are faithful you shall receive the 
fullness of the record of Juhn. 

I give unto you these saying that ye may understand and know how 
to worship, and know what you worship, that you may come unto the 
Father in my name, and in due time receive of his fullness. 


It is a very great thing for you and me to have an understanding of 
these things, and to know how to worship. It is developed in this revel- 
ation that every man that cometh into this world receives a portion of 
light from this source; and through the exercise of the agency that we 
possess and the cultivating of this light and intelligence we may reach to 
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a fullness, as Christ Himself has through His labors. He/ has received a 
fullness of the Father; and through obeying His commandments and labor- 
ing as He did, we all may come to a fullness, and all that the Father hath 

will be given unto us, and we will become heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ. It is this Priesthood, this authority that has been given 
to us which leads us to aspire unto these things. Without the Priest- 
hood the light and. revelation conferred upon the Prophet Joseph and 
his fellows would be a dead letter to you and me. But this revelation 
informs us that Jesus Christ, through the sacrifice He has made, 
has placed us in a position where we may aspire to become heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Jesus. This is the destiny marked out 
for the Latter-day Saints, and for all who will obey the Gospel of the 
Son of God. I think it is one of the grandest promises made to us. 
Through the spirit and power which we have received, the words in these 
books have become like living fire in our hearts. We read them, and they 
exalt us in our feelings and are indelibly impressed upon our memories · 
The Holy Ghost has been conferred upon us through the administration 
of the servants of the Lord, and we can appreciate these things. I feel 
thankful to the Lord that I have been made a partaker of these things; 
that I live here with you and have the opportunity to enjoy these bless- 
ings, through faithfulness, and to eventually reach the celestial kingdom of 
our God. What a blessing is conferred upon this people! How thankful 
we ought to be that we live when these blessings are in our midst, and 
that we are the happy recipients of all these promises! If we are faithful 
they will surely be fulfilled unto us, and unto our wives and children. 
Nothing but our own transgression will prevent this. The Father deals 
with His sons and daughters in the very same manner that He dealt with 
His Only Begotten Son; the very same promises are made, and yet how 
little we esteem them when they interfere with the pleasures of this 
life! | 

For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of his fullness, and 
oe lorified in — 971 am in the Father ; therefore, I say unto von, you 
shall receive grace for grace. | 
And now, verily I say unto you, I was in the beginning with the Father, 
by — “| begotten through me are partakers of the gl 

ose who are 
of the same, and are the church of the — e 1 

Le were also in the beginning with the Father; that which is Spirit, 
even the Spirit of trutb, 

And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as 
they are to come. | : 

This spirit of truth which we partook of before the world was, shows us 
the things of the past, gives usa knowledge of the present, and reveals 
unto us that which is in the future. We inherit that spirit as much as we 
ever inherited anything. It is ours by right, and nothing but transgres- 
sion of the laws by which it is obtained will prevent us from enjoying it. 
This Spirit becomes a burning light within us, and will guide us back into 
the presence of the Father. I can scarcely conceive myself that we possess 
these great privileges, and that we inherit these things. But we are 
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from the pure stock sons and daughters of God. According 
to the few verses I have just read, every man should be a seer and a 
revelator; and I doubt not we would all be prophets, seers and revel- 
ators if we lived in that manner which Christ has prescribed. If we did 
not have seer stones, we could Jook into the future with the eye of revela- 
tion and know what was for our good. No man receiveth a fullness 
unless he keepeth His nnn Those are the words aA me 
Savior. 


He that keepeth his truth and light, he 


— truth — knoweth all th 
an was also in the beginni ntelligence, or the 
truth, was not created or — indeed can be. 


I tell you that brings us to a point where I am inolined to believe that 
there is a great deal more in the principles of the Gospel than we have 
ever dreamed of. Very little is revealed to us, and yet we feel like those 
who have gained a great deal of knowledge. We are puffed up in pride 
because of the knowledge that we possess; but we fail to possess the wis- 
dom that we should have to control our actions. Knowledge is a good thing; 
but knowledge without wisdom makes about the greatest failure of any- 
thing that I know of. I know a man who has graduated from two or three 
colleges and he has a great amount of knowledge, but he has no wisdom ; 
and I know thousands of men who have never been inside a college, and 
whose education is very limited, but they can tell you the signs and can 
get the hay i in before it rains. We need wisdom as well as knowledge. 
Wisdom is humble and retiring, but knowledge is proud and forward. I 
remember once I had a happy thought. My father said to me on one 
occasion in the Tabernacle at Salt Lake, Why don't you come up here 
in the stand?” and I happened to think of the words of Solomon: 


Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the 
place of great men ; 

For better it is that it be said unto 2 Come up np ; than that 
se shouldst be put lower in the presence of the prince whom myn. eyes 

ve seen. 


The man that putteth off his armor ray boast, but he that pateeth it on 
had better keep his mouth closed. 

Brethren and sisters, I know that you have the Gospel. I know that 
God has revealed enough to us to save us to-day; and not a day comes but 
what the Spirit of God is ready and willing, if we seek it earnestly, to 
guide us through the day, to be with us during the night, to rise with us 
in the morning, and thus day by day and year by year save us from sin. 
I know we have that privilege. We have inherited it. Then let us take 
good care of our patrimony, and serve God with undivided hearts; for 
salvation in the kingdom of our Father is at the end. Be our life long or 
short, let us take heed and seek earnestly for that faith once delivered to 
the Saints; and when our days are ended, and God says It is enough: 
come up hither, that we may go to Him feeling that we have done our 
duty to the best of our ability, and now the reward has come, hank srg 
for it. Amen. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


ͤ 8 
600 fest in length between perpendicular. A new vessel is being built, though, near 
Stettin, Germany, which will be 625 feet long. 

A machine invented by Jean Baptiste Vernay aims to enable a man to work soft glass 
as a potter handles porcelain. The outside of an article is thus shaped in a turning lathe, 
while a tube inserted lengthwise admits of blowing it out to its proper size. Many 
objects formerly made in moulds will be produced in this manner. 


Andrew Cameron, the Glasgow diver, who cut away the torpedoes at the bombard- 
ment of Alexandria, will attempt to reach the sunken Drummond Castle, which lies in 
180 feet of water off Ushant. He has a record of having spent thirty minutes at 200 feet 
below the surface, and calls himself the champion diver of the world. 


An industrious trifler, writing in a French review, has been at the pains to ascertain 
what is the annual consumption of coal on the railways and steam companies of the 
country, and he has worked out a total of 3,782,850 tons. This, he tells us, would make 
a pyramid 516 feet high and 804 feet at the basis, or nearly 70 feet above the height of 
the Great Pyramid. Then he goes on to calculate that if all this coal were loaded in trucks 
the train would be 1,625 miles, or—as with a nice feeling for the Franco-Russian alliance 
he puts it the distance between Paris and St. Petersburg. if this train had to travel at 
the rate of 184 miles an hour, it would take between three and four days to pass a given 

The railways of the whole world consume, he asserts, on the faith of statistics 
which are doubtless fairly accurate, nearly 63,000,000 tons of coal, which would make 
twenty-five “Great Pyramids,” but he does not draw any moral from these figures except 
that a great deal of carbonic acid is thus precipited into the atmosphere. 

r be attended with a by product in the shape 

| is a consideration which has not yet been reduced to any practical element, 
and one that may cause some surprise. Yet, strictly speaking, the statement is true, 
Several years ago M. Moissan proved that when iron was saturated with carbon at a tem- 
perature of 3,000 deg. C., and afterwards cooled under heavy pressure, a portion of the 
carbon separated ont in the form of minute crystals, which were found to be true 
diamonds, In the Comptes Rendus it is stated that it occurred to M. Rossel that the 
conditions under which very hard steels are now made should result in the formation of 
diamonds. He examined a large number of steels now made, and found that his theory 
was supplemented by fact. The diamonds are obtained by dissolving the metal, and then 
submitting the residue to the influence of concentrated nitric acid, fused potassium 
chlorate, hydrofluoric and sulphuric acids respectively. The diamonds obtained are 
almost microscopic in their dimensions, it is true, but they present all the physical and 


chemical properties which distinguish the true gem. 


There can be little doubt that in a very short time compressed air will be used as a motive 


power to propel street cars or trams, as it is now being used in a hundred or more ingenius 
ways, and that it will probably represent a great economy over electricity. Compressed 


air has, indeed, been curiously neglected for its more mysterious and brilliant competitor, 
and had the same amount of attention been paid to it as to electricity it would now be in 


wide use, It is noticeable that air compressors of American make have been developed 


to an efficiency of about 90 per cent., as against a similar efficiency of 55 per cent. or less 


in the ease of the French and Continental systems. Seamless steel tubes Mannesmann 


bottles, as they are called—have now been devised for transporting the compressed air 
safely and economically, and it only remains to perfect an effective and economical motor 


to introduce the new force in almost every field where power is required. It is much 
more easily manipulated and directed than electricity, is generally cheaper, and the per- 


centage of loss in transmission is very considerably less. We may confidently look to see 


tho compressed air motor drive ee ee the clumsy cable and deal a 


final blow to the antiquated horse car. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1896. 


WHAT THE ELDERS SHOULD PREACH. 


On the 30th of March, 1836, the Prophet Joseph Smith met with the 
Elders of the Church in the Kirtland Temple, and instructed them in 
regard to what they should preach, as it was expected that, a few days 


later, these Elders would go and proclaim the Gospel. The instructions 


the Prophet gave upon this occasion were that they should “go in 
all meekness, in sobriety, and preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified; nat 
to contend with others on account of their faith, or systems of religion, 
but pursue a steady course.” To the foregoing the Prophet Jeseph added 
the remark, “This I delivered by way of commandment; and all who 
observe it not will pull down persecution upon their heads, while those 
who do, shall always be filled with the Holy Ghost; this I pronounced as 
a prophecy.” 
This wise counsel should be heeded by the missionaries to-day, as it 
applies to them equally as much as it applied to those sent out in the early 
days of the Church. If, in their teachings, the Elders make any reference 
to other systems of religion, they should only do so for the purpose of 
commending the good qualities they possess. It is improper and not in 
the line of duty nor in accordance with the counsel of the Church author- 
ities to ridicule the beliefs of others. No good can result from so doing; 
but, on the contrary, the one who takes such a course weakens his own 
influence among those with whom he is called to labor. 
It must be admitted that the religions of Christendom are not free from 
error, yet the Christianity of the world is no detriment, but rather a help, 
to the spread of the Gospel. It is easier to explain the doctrines of the 
pure Gospel to a Christian, and to convince him of their beauty, than it is 
to convert an infidel or to teach Gospel truths to a heathen. The Gospel 
as taught by the Latter-day Saints has made far greater progress among 
the heathen nations that have accepted Christianity, as it is taught in the 
world, than it has among the nations that have not been taught to believe 
in Christ. 
The restoration of the Gospel through the Prophet J onthe Smith bes had 

an influence on the religious teachings in the world; and gradually some 

of the truths that have been brought to light by modern revelation are 
being incorporated in the beliefs of the various sects of Christendom. 
The errors in their doctrines are thereby somewhat lessened, and it is 
unjust and unwise to condemn all the teachings.of the Christian sects in 
order to get the people to perceive the truth. 
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A great many of the people are exemplary in their lives, and their 
actions are in conformity with the teachings of the Savior as far as they 
understand His doctrines. All that is needed is to teach them the neces- 
sity of observing those requirements laid down by Christ and His Apostles 
which have been lost sight of by the various Christian sects, and encour- 
age them to seek for a testimony from heaven concerning the restoration 
of the Gospel. The Elders may feel at liberty to rebuke evils in what- 
ever form they may appear, whether under the sanction of religious creeds 
or not, but religious systems should not be wholly condemned because they 
are not entirely perfect. 

By ridiculing another’s religion one does not prove that his is right. 
Even if a person can show conclusively that another is mistaken he does 
not thereby establish the claim that he is not in error. A person generally 
fails in his object when he undertakes to convert another to his belief by 
scoffing at or ridiculing that individual’s religion. Ridiculing one religion 
has a tendency to make a person disgusted more or less with all religions; 
and the wrangling of the various sects is what has caused many good, well- 
meaning persons to separate themselves from all of them. It is from this 
class that nfany of the converts to the true Gospel have been gathered. 

The Elders in their preaching and in their conversation should remember 
the counsel of the Prophet Joseph Smith to “pursue a steady course,” and 
endeavor to show the beauties of the perfect plan of salvation in such a 
way that their hearers will be able to appreciate its superiority without 
having their systems of religion subjected to ridicule. They should also 
heed the Savior’s words: to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. If 
they observe this counsel they will avoid unnecessary debates and con- 
troversies respecting religious doctrines. ELF. 


Fon several weeks past President Rulon S. Wells has been visiting the 
various conference districts composing the Netherlands and the Swiss and 
German Missions. He intends visiting Scandinavia and expects to be at 
several of the conferences to be held in that mission. A letter received 
from him yesterday addressed from Berlin, states that he has greatly 
enjoyed his visit to the Netherlands and the Swiss and German Missions, 
which he found in a very prosperous condition. He wis return to England 
in the early part of October. 


— AND APPoINTMENTS.—Elder Gerrard has been honor- 
ably released from presiding over the Liverpool Conference to return 
home on the 24th of September, 1896. 

‘Elder Samuel O. Crosby has been honorably released from presiding 
over the Manchester Conference to return home on the 24th of September, 

Elder J. David Lee has been honorably released from presiding over the 
Norwich Conference to return home on the 24th of September, 1896. 

Elder Albert C. Morris has been honorably released from laboring asa 
Traveling Elder in the London 9 of 


September, 1896. 
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Elder George Stuart has been honorably released from laboring as a 
Traveling Elder in the. Scottish Conference to return home on the 24th od 
September, 1896. 

Elder Walter W. Kiddle has been * released from . ast a 

Traveling Elder in the London Conference to return home on the 24th of 
September, 1896. Elder Kiddle is returning on account of ill health · 
During the time he has been here he has been an active and zealous mis- 
sionary, but his health does not warrant him in remaining here through 
another winter. 

Elder Walter S. Lamoreaux has been appointed to preside over the 
Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Thomas Williams has been released from laboring asa Traveling 
Elder in the Welsh Conference and . to preside over the Man- 
chester Conference. 

Elder John H. Walker has boson released from laboring as a Traveling 
Elder in the Birmingham Conference and appointed to . over the 
Norwich Conference. 


JESUS’ MOTHER-TONGUE. : 


THE question as to the language spoken by Jesus did not particularly 
interest the earliest church fathers. They confined themselves in this 
regard to the question as to the original language employed by Matthew 
in the preparation of his gospel, which, Papias declares, was “Hebrew.” 

The current opinion was that the Lord had employed the “Syriac” as His 
vernacular, which term was used interchangeably with “Hebrew” and 
“Chaldee.” This became the settled tradition of the church down to the 
Reformation and later, and when in 1555 Widmanstadt published the first 
edition of the New Testament in Syriac, this work was greeted with a 
warm welcome on the ground that now the church possessed the very 
words of the Lord as He had spoken them. Only a few sceptical minds, 
such as Scaliger and Grotius, doubted the correctness of this conclusion, 
and claimed that the Savior had spoken a mixed dialect then current in 
Palestine. Among the Jesuits the idea early gained ground that the Lord’s 
vernacular must have been the Latin, as this was the language spoken by 
the saints in heaven. This view was first promulgated by the Pater 
Inchofer in 1648. A century later another Jesuit scholar, Hardouin, 
assigned as a new reason for this view the fact that the Vulgate, or official 
Bible of the Roman Catholic Church, was also written in the Latin lan- 
guage. On the other hand Protestant scholars began to maintain that 
Jesus spoke Greek, the language of the New Testament. So good an 
authority as the late Professor Delitzsch believed that Christ spoke a 
relatively pure Hebrew, the study of this langnage having been rigidly 
taught in the schools of Palestine. The facts in the case, especially as 
seen in the words of the New Testament other than Greek, show that the 
Lord spoke an Aramaic language, and of this language again a Galilean 
dialect. The Aramaic is a branch of the north Semitic, and as such a 
sister-tongue of the Hebrew. Long before the close of the Old Testament 
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cannon the Aramaic had supplanted Hebrew in popular,nee in Israel, and 
had become the language of trade and business between the peoples of 
Syria and countries farther East. Already a Jeremiah and an Ezekiel show 
the influence of this tongue; the same is true of the later Psalms, Ecclesi- 


astes, and especially Ezra and Daniel, both of which contain portions | 


written in this dialect. During the Maccabean period the Aramaic had 
virtually supplanted Hebrew in Israel. It is used in the Talmud, and its 
general use is reported by Philo, a contemporary of St. Paul, and by the 
historian Josephus, who calls it the “language of the fatherland.” 

Only in one respect the old Hebrew maintained its hold. It was the 
language of the sacred writings of Israel and the official tongue of their 
Scriptures. In the synagogues these books were read in the original 
Hebrew, but were interpreted to the people through Aramaic paraphrases 
called Targumim. Testimonies abound and agree that such was the case 
regularly, so that the common people could no longer understand the 
sacred tongue of their fathers and of their Scriptures. The current lan- 
guage of the day was accordingly the Aramaic, and this language beyond 
any reasonable doubt was the tongue employed by Christ in His discourses — 
with His disciples and with the people. The Hebrew as such was known 
well only to the learned, but was not understood thoroughly by the common 
people. The correctness of this conclusion is attested by the words cited 
in the New Testament. The names of persons taken from other sources 
than the Greek are Aramaic in form and sound, as are also the terms 
found in 1 Cor. xvi: 22, and the citation from the Psalms spoken by Christ 
on the cross; cf. also Mark iii: 17; v: 41; vii: 34, and others. It is 
accordingly only fair to conclude that Christ spoke the language of His 
people. In fact it is even probable that we can conclude that of this 
Aramaic He spoke the Galilean dialect. At that time three dialects of 
this tongue were used in Palestine, namely, the Jerusalem, the Samaritan, 
and the Galilean. Peter, in the night when Christ was before Pilale, was 
betrayed by the fact that he spoke the “Galilean” tongue. It is well 
known that the Galilean was the mother-tongue of Jesus.’ Just what the 
exact form of this dialect was we know from the so-called “Jerusalem 
Talmud, written in the third and fourth centuries after Christ in the city 
of Tiberias, on the Sea of Galilee. This work is written in the popular 
tongue of Galilee, and is the only work extant in the exact dialect spoken 

by our Lord during His career on earth.— De. ARNOLD MEYER. 


— 


THE NEW ARCTIC RECORD. 


Dr. NAnsEN could not have chosen a more fovorable time for his re- 
appearance, says. the Springfield, Mass., Republican. He must have seen 
some fine weather while he was gone, and his tales of ice- packs, floes and 
bergs will arouse the envy of those who have hard work to get ice enough 
to cool their drinking water. He was exposed to almost every danger 
except that of sunstroke, and between dying of sunstroke and freezing to 
death therẽ is perhaps not much to choose. When Dr. Nansen vanished 
‘into the formidable ice pack of the Kara sea, in 1893, few really expected 
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to see him again. The most sceptical of all were the Arctic experts, for he 
coolly violated all the sacred canons of the profession. The rule is to keep 
your ship out of the ice and craw] gingerly along the edge of the open 
water till the nip comes, and then get home hy boat—if you can. Dr. 
Nansen, on the contrary, took the boldest possible course. Jamming his 
ship into the ice, he left it at the mercy of the ice drift to carry him out, 
when and where it pleased, or not at all. His confident expectation, how- 
ever, was that the current would carry him * close to the long sought 
pole. 

In this Dr. Nansen was e yet if the reports of his work are 
correct, the results achieved are magnificent, and the record for the furthest 
northing goes back to the old world. To appreciate what a gain of even 
a few hundred miles means, let us look to the records made during the 
past 400 years, as compiled by Gen. Greely, and with Dr. Nansen’s 1 | 
First, in the eastern hemisphere: 


1596. R yp lat. 79 deg. 49 m. 
1607. lat. 80 deg. 23 m. 
eee lat. 80 deg. 48 m. 
lat. 81 deg. 30 m. 
WGR lat. 82 deg. 45 m. 
1868. N ... lat. 81 deg. 42 m. 
1874. Weyprecht and Payer . ... lat. 82 deg. 05 m. 
lat. 86 deg. 15 m. 


The highest previous latitude, it will be observed, is that of Parry, made 
by boat. The Swedes Nordenskiold and Otter hold the best ship record, 
both of these efforts being in Spitzbergen sea. The latitude reached by 
the Weyprecht and Payer expedition is the highest made by land, and 
was made by Payer in Franz Josef land. The western nn has 
seemed hitherto more favorable. Here are the records: 


lat. 72 deg. 12 m. 
1607. Henry Hudsoennn N lat. 73 deg. 

1616. William Baffin ...... eee eee lat. 77 deg. 45 m. 
1852. E. A. Inglefield............ ee eee eee lat. 78 deg. 21 m. 
lat. 80 deg. 10 m. 
lat. 82 deg. 11 m. 
1871. C. F. Hall — lat. 82 deg. O7 m. 
lat. 82 deg. 48 m. 
lat. 83 deg. 20 m. 
1882. A. W. Greely ................... eee eee lat. 83 deg. 24 m. 


The record of Lieut. Greely’s party, hide hitherto has been unsurpassed, 
was made in New Land, north of Greenland, by Lockwood and Brainard. 
Nares’s first venture was on Grinnell land, and the second on the Frozen 
sea. The east and west coasts of Greenland have both. had their full 
share of exploration. 

When this table is examined carefully, it will be seen that Dr. Nansen's 
feat is little short of stupendous. As far back as 1596 the latitude of 80 
had been approached, and four centuries gained only about as many 
degrees as Nansen had gained over the best of his predecessors, The 
expedition of Lieutenant Greely gained only three miles over that of 
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Nares, yet it was regarded as a stupendous feat, and no one has approached 
it for fourteen years. Now Dr. Nansen at one effort goes nearly 200 miles 
farther north, and has left only 226 miles between the limit of exploration 
and the pole. Who shall say now that the North Pole will never be 
reached 

Scientists will await eagerly the details of this expedition, which must 
be of surpassing value. His voyage will make a new map of the polar 
regions necessary. In the latest atlases Franz Josef Land is indicated 
only by a fringe of its southern coast, staring out from the white desolation 
of the unexplored territory like the grin of a Cheshire cat. Some have 
hoped that this might be the highway to the pole for expeditions patterned 
after Peary’s‘icecap trip. But this expectation is dashed by the fact that 
Dr. Nansen, in his drift to the northwest, touched the north coast of Franz 
Josef Land. Among the marvelous coincidences of Arctic exploration 
is that Nansen should have come upon E. F. Jackson and his party, who 
are outlining the Franz Josef archipelago. One would have said that the 
chances were a million to one against their coming together. The latest 
reports from Jackson had been that twelve of the crew were sick with the 
scurvy, and two dead, and it is gratifying to hear from Dr. Nansen that 
the party is now dothe well. 

Dr. Nansen’s theory of Arctic traveling may be most unorthodox, but 
its practical workings seem to be most satisfactory. And by the way, an 
American playwright, Clay M. Greene, is now laying claim to the credit of 
originating this theory, and calls to mind that his play, “Under the Polar 
Star,” in which it is exploited, was brought out as early as 1885, in San 
Francisco, by McKee Rankin. In the first act the captain is ordered by 
the projector of the enterprise to go to the northwest of Spitzbergen. “It 
is my belief that you will find there a current that will carry you slowly 
but surely across the pole.” And in the fourth act Prof. Achili of Harvard 
says: “This vast field of ice that is our home is not stationary. It moves 
It works. It is carrying us up, up, toward the pole, at the rate of seven 
miles every day.” But if the literary chaps got the credit for every good 
guess they made; there would be few laurels left for the scientists. It 
seems that even the Réntgen ray was forestalled by a novelist. 


‘RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE -IN RUSSIA. 


Tanz has been considerable criticism by European papers respecting 
the imperial proclamation of the Czar of Russia which was issued at his 
coronation. Notwithstanding all that the proclamation contained con- 
- cerning arrears of taxes, and fines, and the lessening of the term of banish- 

ment of political offenders, it is said by foreign papers that “there is no 
promise of reforms, and the clemency of the Czar could well be extended 
much further.“ It is thought, however, that it may be possible that the 


Czar will gradually relax some of the most severe laws which weigh upon 


—— citizens, and especially with regard to religious liberty. 
ͤ— religious tolerance in an important 
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one. This is shown by the many appeals coming 
ants, Jews and other peoples. 

The Jews are evidently still the worst off. Especial invitations to the 
coronation were extended to the various Christian denominations, to the 
Buddhists, and to several other peoples who are still heathen; but no 
invitation was extended to the Jews. It is also reported that the des- 
cendants of Jews in Siberia, mostly the offspring of former exiles, shall 
not be allowed to change their residence, but shall remain where their 
fathers were located. Thus the punishment of banishment is extended to 
a second and third generation. In Finland, the Jews are not permitted 
to settle for good. Every six months they must purchase a “permit,” 
which costs $25.. The manner in which they may earn their living is pre- 
scribed to them; and not even their sons born in Finland have a right to 
remain there. From all accounts, the treatment of the Jews by the Rus- 
sian government is severe, and in some instances barbarous. That govern- 
ment is a scourge to that unhappy race; and itis probable, from all the 
manifestations concerning the last days, that they will use their power 
rigorously against the ancient covenant people of the Lord. We have 
been led to expect by the statements which have been made by men of 
God that that government will be especially active against the Jews, even 
after they have gathered to Jerusalem, and that perhaps it may be among 
those powers that will seek to take the holy city at the time so vividly 
described by the Prophet Zechariah in his fourteenth chapter, and when, 
according to the prophet, “the Lord shall go forth and fight against those 
nations as when he fought in the day of battle.” 

That the dissenters are not more gently treated in Russia iim the Jews 
is illustrated by the following incident related in the Wedelya, St. Peters- 
burgh, by a resident of Busulu, in the Province of Samara: 

T had been forced to seek shelter from a snow-storm in a village in the 
neighborhood of our town. To my astonishment I heard rather interesting 
things; the peasants were talking of the Mormons in their village. A few 
questions satisfied me that they were not Mormons at all, but simple 
farmers reading the Bible; but the village priest, a young man recently 
sent there, regarded them as dissenters, and called them Mormons. I 
inquired what kind of people the dissenters were, and was told that they 
were good people, very honest and sober, and the best tax-payers as well 
as the best church-goers, until the priest ordered them to be driven from 
the church door. ‘And how do these people bear their treatment?’ I 
inquired. ‘They cried,’ was the answer, ‘and declared that they were 
orthodox Christians, and that their only offense was that they did not 
visit the inn on holidays, but read the Word of God.’ It appears that the 
priest ordered the peasants to ‘convert’ the dissénters. Three of the chief 
offenders were taken and beaten unmercifully. Two promised to obey the 
priest in all things. The third, Pimon Kranitshew, could not walk home, 
and died a few days later.” 

This incident shows how widely known the Latter-day Saints are by the 
name which has been given them of “Mormons.” Even in far-off Russia, 


believers in the Bible are called, as this paper states, by the village priest 
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“Mormons.” There can be no doubt that if the Elders of jour Church had 
the opportunity of proclaiming the truth to these people they would gain 
many converts there. There appears to be in the breasts of many people 
of that land a desire to understand the word of God and to live in accord- 
ance with its teachings; but every inclination of that kind is met with 
severe persecution, and the consciences.of the people are stifled, their 
yearnings for the truth are disregarded, and they groan under the dreadful 
effects of priestcraft. Doubtless the day will come when this power will be 
broken, sufficiently so at least to permit the truth to be declared. In 
Germany where the laws have been in some instances rigorously enforced 
against dissenters from. the religion of the state, religious liberty is gaining 
ground, and the people are gradually getting a degree of freedom which 
enables them to turn to the Lord and to worship Him according to the 
dictates of their own consciences.— GEO. Q. CANNON, in Juvenile Instructor. 


SOME FALSE REASONING. 


A wRITER by the name of Henry Sedgwick, contributing to the Inter- 

national Journal o Ethics, undertakes to show that it is legitimate for a 
man te cling to a religious community whose influence he values, but 
whose beliefs he nolonger holds. In plain terms, he tries to justify a man 
in being a hypocrite for policy sake. He maintains, however, that with 
the officiating minister the case is different—that the obligations of vera- 
city and good faith rule out non-believers accepting such a position in a 
church, as their example would be a to moral habits and offensive 

to moral sentiment. 

A person.who holds such views is not qualified to write on “The Ethics 

of Religious Conformity”—the subject which this man takes for his text. 
If it is necessary for the clergy to be men of integrity in order that their 
example may not be damaging to moral habits, it is also essential that the 
members of a church be honest, and that their example be worthy of 
patronage. What moral standing would a church have if none of its 
members but the officiating ministers believed in the doctrines it advo- 
cated? If one man can be justified in retaining membership in a church 
without faith in its teachings all members are equally entitled to be thus 
justified; and if it is only essential that the leaders of a church have faith, 
then religion is vain. A man whoclings to a religious community because 
of its influence, when he does not believe in its teachings, is a deceiver. 
and a hypocrite. A person who ceases to believe in the doctrines of the 
church of which he is a member, if he is honest, will sever his connection 
with that religious body. Then others will not be misled by his influence ; 
for every individual wilde an influence, whether an officer or a lay mem- 
ber in a church. 
No doubt there are many people who adhere to religious organizations, 
whose doctrines they do not believe. They may do so because they see 
some personal advantage in it. But the upholding of such conduct is to 
be condemned as niuch as the practice . for chere i is no justification 
for one to do so. 
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